
     habbat Shalom as Always My Pack…

     It’s always Shabbat on Shabbat. So I wish a

Shabbat Shalom… I always wish a Shabbat

Shalom on Shabbat. It’s about continuity. We

do things that are continual. From day to day.

Generation to generation. Except for the

Felsensteins who have all intermarried…

(Shemot 27:20) ‘Now you shall command the
children of Israel and they shall take to you
pure olive oil, pressed, for illumination, to
kindle the continual light’… This is the Ner

Tamid. The continual light. It says nothing

about flashing neon green above the ark… It’s

for illumination, Bernie. The neon green does

not illuminate. There is no pure neon green. I

look up and I feel like I’m at a pool hall. I am

praying at a pool hall… Yes. It’s messed up.

The Temple didn’t have neon green… We’re

trying to attract people, not flies…

The Ner Tamid is in our shul, because it was

placed outside the Tent of Meeting. We are a

Small Temple… That’s what a shul is. And that

is why you don’t have neon green lights… Gd

did not command Moses to have the Cohens

hang neon green light strips around the

Temple… The Temple did not have Bingo…

Yes. We need Bingo. We should have the

neon green lights at Bingo. A continual

Sunday night green light for Bingo…

The Ner Tamid was a candle always lit.

Constant, because it was done every night. It

was not lit all the time. This is a conundrum.

A question as I stand before you today and

give my sermon, which I always give… I only

give it once a week, but the message lasts all

week. Continual… Zalman likes this. He only

shows up to Minyin once a wreek. He says

     ear rabbi. We're supposed to
     learn from every experience.
What should we learn from COVID?
My Dear Pupil. First of all, I hope you

and your family are healthy and

enjoying life. Personally, I learned

much during COVID. Let me share.  

•Masks Kill Shidduchim  Everybody
looks good in a mask. For Shidduchs,

there has to be a no mask rule. For

singles it is the worst. It's like a bait-

and-switch. The eyes are always good.

They take off the mask and it's like one

of those messed up mix-and-match

face cards. Nobody looks better

without a mask. From the eyes, it only

gets worse. I now understand why the

groom unveils the bride before the

Chupah. You see just the eyes, and... I

never knew how much a mouth can

throw off a decent set of eyes.

•I Can't Breath in a Mask Which begs

the question of if it's saving my life to

not wear a mask. I also can't see. It fogs

up my glasses. So, I'm walking into

stuff, which is dangerous. Pikuach

Nefesh is a Mitzvah. I have no idea how

doctors do it. The final test to be a

surgical candidate must be sticking

somebody underwater for five minutes 
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They're planning a party for
the Cohens. They're calling it

the Big Day Kahuna.
You get it? This week's Parsha talks about the Cohens and
their clothes. Bigdei means clothes. Kahuna means of

Cohens. Big Kahuna, a n American idiom. 
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that’s all the time. If you would come to

Minyin for Shacharit, I would say that we had

a constant Minyin… We have to chase down

people. That's a constant. i need to run a fifty

yard daily dash to catch somebody for

Kaddish. That's tradition... We have constant

talking in the shul. It’s always there. Continual

talking in the middle of my Drasha. In the

middle of Musaf there is talking. During

announcements, talking. It’s continual…

If you do something every day, it becomes

part of you. An essence of your being. That’s

why everybody knows Hymie as the one with

the bad jokes… You tell bad jokes every day.

Esther is the one whose hats bother

everybody… Because you wear annoying hats

all the time... Bernie interrupts and says the

wrong thing at Shiva houses… Sarah has no

idea what bagels to pick out… You always

bring us plain. Get garlic bagel or everything…

Going to shul for Minyan every day, which you

do not do, so it is not part of your life and

who you are. What else do you not do every

day? Thank H', show appreciation to your

parents, give charity, pay your dues… You

don’t even pay them once a year.

Going to get your late night drink of alcohol,

before you go home to your family, everyday.

That is a part of you; walking into your home

wasted. That is your tradition. A dad who

doesn't pay for your children's education....

What's going to be the thing in your life that

defines you? Your tradition? For Mark, it's

drinking... I have to play pool right now. I see

neon green lights everytime I come to shul.
Rivka's Notes on Rabbi Mendelchem's Drasha: 
Love the message. Something you do every day is continual,

even if you’re not doing it all day. I don’t know if that’s Torah,

but I like it. I give Tzedakah and it’s like I’m giving it all day.

One dollar. That's it. One greeting a day. One Bracha. I’m

going to start doing Mitzvot less often now. 

The neon green lights have me praying for a dance party.

and blindfolding them. If they can do that, they have a place as a resident.

•I Like People Yes. The people at shul are annoying. Yet, it's good to see them. For around a

year, I had nobody to talk about. How am I supposed to speak Lashon Hara (chatting

about others) if I have nobody to talk about?

•I Like Saying 'Shabbat Shalom' To People I didn't know this till I saw a kid run in fear

from me, for being a person. He looked at his mom, yelled 'people,' and ran the other way. 

•People Are Disgusting Why do you think they were telling people 'wash your hands' in

the beginning of COVID? Because people are disgusting. We have to tell the people to

clean themselves. COVID protocol: clean your hands, shower and don't sneeze on others.

The people were not taught right at my shul. Very unsanitary. They sneeze in the right

hand and then come for a shake. I was giving elbows before this whole COVID thing.

Disgusting. I even started shaking people's hands with my elbow, to not catch the sneeze.

There's a lot to learn from COVID. So this Shabbat, stay away from people and keep clean.
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